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With printed books: With DRM'd ebooks:

You can buy one with cash, 
anonymously.

You own it.

You don't need to sign a license 
restricting how you use the book.

You don't need a special app to 
read the book.

You can give, lend or sell the book 
to a  friend.

You can, physically, scan and copy 
the book.

You can keep your book wherever 
you like.

Does its job. 

Nobody has the power to destroy 
your book but you.

You identify yourself to get an 
ebook.

You are always treated like you 
are renting the book.

You can only read the book on 
authorized devices.

You sign a license restricting 
how you may use  the ebook.

You need approved apps to read 
the book. 

You can lend some ebooks,  but 
never sell or pass them on. 

You can't copy the ebook for any 
reason.

Is irrelevant and fair use gone as 
the ebook is locked forever. 

Ebooks can be remotely deleted 
as Amazon did to 1984.
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Ebooks have the incredible potential to 
make information so much more 
accessible, but currently DRM is being 
used to deliberately make ebooks less 
functional than books. 

We should have the freedom to use our 
books whenever, wherever and however 
we want.

Digital Restrictions Management is 
technology that controls what you can do 
with the digital media and devices you 
own. When a program doesn't let you 
share a song, read an ebook on another 
device, or play a game without an internet 
connection, you are being restricted by 
DRM. These artificial restrictions on how 
you can use your music, movies, literature, 
software, or any other type of digital 
information create a dangerous situation 
for freedom, privacy and censorship. 

What've we got to lose?

Librarians Against DRM
http://ReadersBillofRights.info

Ebooks don't have to be 
this way.


